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threadbare mihtary reglme of Po-
land’s Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski may
“be coming apart at the seams.
" intelligence: assessments suggmt ‘that
the Polish army lS ) 6wmg sxgns of
‘gerious strain, © 7 g
Here is some of the evndence on,
which’ the analysts base thelr conclu-

sions: | e IAE g1

i‘

c e In the vxolentksuppr%sxon of'
recent demonstratxons, ;security po-;-
lice have-done the dirty work, while - .
the army stayed on the;sidelines.: As-';j
.in other.communist countries, secu:..;,

rity forces are likely to be more ruth-..
less and: dedicated to the reglme,

whether from self-interest’or ideol-: " of the last’ “couple of yéars; Drafted _
ogy. But' the anti- -government ‘rip-. -

tides in Poland make 1t doubtful

;securnty pohce ‘can*control the" po'
- ulation; sooner or later, the commu--
_nists will have to call on the army.

o The army, howiver; imay beé-un-

reliable. In fact;'a number of military .

men were spotted in the'ranks of the
Solidarity union demonstrabors, pro- ;,

‘testing the martial law they are sup-
_posed to be enforcing, : )
;@ The-Polish: army»appears to he:
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. suffering a shortage of officers. Win-
< ning a military commission used to= into .oppressors; mtelhgence 80
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that transformed them from he ‘_ d

be highly competitive; and éntrance }.: told my associate Lucette Lagnado,

- . examinations were tough. But in re- .

It is a tragic xrony of the Poh!s

“cent weeks the armed services have >"’ situation that the- cracks in Polan

" virtually’ dropped-their entrance ex-’

‘aminations, taking just about any-
me'3 body they can lute off the street. In

", telligence analysts interprét ‘this as ‘a”

- direct result of the-: -widespread bi
. terness against the. m:hta:yemce the
mposmon of martial Taw:"
7o Ik. the "lower- ranks,’ whlch

may be even more ominous for the

ear term for conscnpts was extend
ed Tast fall, according to intelligence’

vice was extended once again.

ent story, though "They" are “yoling ™
T 'men 'who were impressionable teen-
, agers during the Sohdanty ferment

from factories, shlpyards and univer
ities, .many: of them Were members

their friends and co-workers couid
. be ansky proposxtnon. VS
“"e Once " held in hlgh esteem’ by

~=- their fellow- ,countrymen; ‘members of: “-and machine - .guns: with incredible®
the..armed. forces . are mcreasmgly_;;

vxewed wnth susplcxon This has cre-
‘ated  a. serious. mora]e problem

.. among officers and* men, and a cor-
+4 Tesponding - resentmenf?,of azreglme;mclear b s et e it e TG

B Cof;s
& 2 menit led to’the: declarqtnon of mar- 4
“ none ‘of the prestige and “perks ‘o N
F commlssxoned officers, the situation™"

I

- Polish regime, The’ customary two i
+ 'scenid “on’ Poland~ in “overwhelming

sources When martial law was de~ :
creed in December, the length of ser- :

The néw recruits may be a dlffer- :

. they consider’ Poland ‘a Rey: part 9
‘of Solidarity; ordermg them to crush , : S Throughout?f
- ,, + that often bardered-on the suicidal?

" military machine may ead to' disas="
ter, not just for‘Jaruzelskl and by
f : '

"tial law fivé months a6 today. ‘
‘deed, the reality is the same as it his
been for the last. 38 years: the Soyi-
ets are ready, willing'and able to de -

force if the' mlhtary loses control o
‘the situation’” * o
~ The Kremlin' ‘may have mé o§w< '
‘a blt since. Joseph Stalin’s “bloodr™
era, but postwar’ Soviet leaders hae
*“nevér” shOWn“*‘*any‘"oompunctxo 20
; about §triking’ ruthlessly‘ ‘when’ thelr®]
commumst ‘empire’s vital” interests

. are threatened. It’s ‘no* secret’ thgis

’ thatempxre 3 g
history;:sth ‘Pofeb
have shown a’ hunger -for: freedon®?

3

“Polish*lancérs - charged~Nazi tankier

courage—and: little. else. Whether
 their. desceridants will decide to se&.;
- tlefor the-grim. but survivable ofst
- pression’ of martial law s not at’ alf
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